The Advisors’ Inner Circle Fund II

Reaves Utilities and Energy Infrastructure Fund
Semi-Annual Report

January 31, 2020

THE ADVISORS’ INNER CIRCLE FUND II

REAVES UTILITIES AND ENERGY
INFRASTRUCTURE FUND
JANUARY 31, 2020

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Shareholders’ Letter������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������1
Schedule of Investments�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������6
Statement of Assets and Liabilities�������������������������������������������������������������������������8
Statement of Operations������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������9
Statements of Changes in Net Assets��������������������������������������������������������������������10
Financial Highlights����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������11
Notes to Financial Statements�������������������������������������������������������������������������������12
Disclosure of Fund Expenses��������������������������������������������������������������������������������21
Approval of Investment Advisory Agreement������������������������������������������������������23

The Fund files its complete schedule of fund holdings with the Securities and
Exchange Commission (the “Commission”) for the first and third quarters of each
fiscal year on Form N-Q or as an exhibit to its reports on Form N-PORT within
sixty days after the end of the period. The Fund’s Forms N-Q and Form N-PORT
reports are available on the Commission’s website at http://www.sec.gov, and may
be reviewed and copied at the Commission’s Public Reference Room in Washington,
D.C. Information on the operation of the Public Reference Room may be obtained by
calling 1-800-SEC-0330.
A description of the policies and procedures that the Fund uses to determine how to
vote proxies relating to portfolio securities, as well as information relating to how the
Fund voted proxies relating to portfolio securities during the most recent 12-month
period ended June 30, is available (i) without charge, upon request, by calling 1-866342-7058; and (ii) on the Commission’s website at http://www.sec.gov.
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SHAREHOLDERS’ LETTER

January 31, 2020
Dear Shareholder:
In the six months ended January 31, 2020, the Reaves Utilities and Energy
Infrastructure Fund generated net-of-fee returns
of 9.49%. While we roughly
i
matched the performance of the S&P 500 Index , we were one of the top funds in our
competitor infrastructure category. Most of the funds in the space lost money during
the period.
We invest in infrastructure sectors like utilities, communications, transportation,
and energy. These industries are experiencing dynamic changes that we believe will
fundamentally alter economic life across the globe and, in turn, that should have
dramatic ramifications for our investment universe. First, the world is transitioning
away from fossil fuels into alternatives. This should drive growth in our utility
investments for years to come. Second, the insatiable demand for data creates
material opportunities for growth investments in broadband infrastructure, be they
5G wireless, cloud computing, or fiber. We elaborate more on these themes in the
commentary below.
Portfolio Review & Outlook
While our discussion tends to focus on higher-level industry trends, we select
investments on a bottom-up basis via a rigorous and independent research process.
Our biggest investments tend to be in companies that have stable and growing cash
flows. We have a bias for management teams that apply those cash flows towards
sustainable dividend growth. The following review includes sector performance
estimates on a consolidated basis, gross of fees.
Electric, Gas and Water Utilities
ii

The utilities portion of the portfolio contributed about 4% to the total return of the
Fund in the period. The segment’s total
return of approximately 12% underperformed
iii
the S&P 500 Utilities Sector Index return of about 18%. The greatest contributions
came from our investments in Nextera Energy and Eversource Energy. The
underperformance was due to our investment in South Jersey Industries and NiSource,
both of which are gas distribution utilities. This subsector was increasingly penalized
as investors prioritized companies with more exposure to renewable energy.
As we highlighted above, electric utility companies are some of the best exposed
businesses to the energy transition away from fossil fuels. Policy and economics have
aligned to create incentives for billions of dollars in potential long term investment
opportunities. The cost of renewable energy has fallen to the point where customers
1
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and regulators are supportive because new investment can mean lower consumer
costs. Additionally, we see ongoing need for grid investment simply to cope with the
aging of infrastructure.
One feature we would like to address is the underperformance of utilities in the
natural gas distribution business. Nearly all public gas local distribution companies
(LDC) have decades of required capital expenditure ahead of them to replace aged
bare steel or cast-iron pipe that no longer meet modern safety standards. During the
period, local and state regulators began to more publicly discuss the prohibition
of natural gas connections in newly constructed buildings. These climate-related
concerns led Investors to question the long-term viability of the gas utility industry.
While climate is an important investment driver that will likely prove to be a huge
benefit to our electric utility investments, we do not think that it means the end
of gas LDCs. The spending that underpins LDC growth is related to replacement
and maintenance necessary to satisfy public safety concerns. The spending is
not underpinned by customer growth. In fact, many companies have regulatory
mechanisms in place that make them agnostic to changes in the number of customers
or related usage. Thus, while the group may no longer enjoy the historical premium
valuation of the past, we believe recovery is likely as some of the recent fears erode
and the group’s superior earnings and dividend growth become too clear to ignore.
Communications
Our communications investments, broadly defined to include cable, tower, and data
center companies, generated about a 3.5% contribution for Fund in the period. Each
of our communications sub-sectors provided positive returns, bolstered by strength
in cable and data center real estate investment trusts (REITS).
Our cable investments were mixed during the period. Investors took profits in Altice
USA after guidance underwhelmed relative to the torrid stock advance of the prior
period and as share repurchases were paused. We continue to think the long-term
outlook is very favorable. Meanwhile, shares of Charter Communications soared
as the long-term cable bull case of steady growth, rising margins, and accelerating
return of capital bolstered multiple-expansion in a risk-on environment. We remain
bullish on cable stocks and note that they remain key long-term beneficiaries of data
demand growth.
Our real estate investments were also strong contributors, although this was truer
of data center REITS than it was for towers. While declining interest rates were
generally a supportive feature, the underlying demand for cloud computing and
mobile services, coupled with advantaged business models, continued to bolster
long-term performance.
2
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Energy & Transportation
Our investments in energy and transportation generated ~2.1% contribution for
the period. Kansas City Southern and Pioneer Natural Resources were our best
contributors to performance.
In rail transportation, the group benefitted from the positive impact of company selfhelp efforts and a sense that the poor volume trends in the year were starting to
bottom. Rail margins have been improving because of industry efforts to modernize
logistics and implement precision railroading principles into their operations. Trade
issues, particularly the trade war with China, had reduced global growth, imports, and
ultimately the amount of shipped volumes through the U.S. Initialiv trade agreements
between the U.S. and China and the finalization of the USMCA raised hope that
negative trends will reverse in 2020, and thus boosted performance.
In energy, we have always invested at the lower end of the risk spectrum, favoring
businesses that generate free cash and have strong balance sheets. The sector’s longterm challenges from climate related regulation and electrification of propulsion have
only added to our conviction. However, as expectations tempered and valuations
became depressed, income-producing characteristics for select companies with strong
balance sheets and modest growth potential have become more attractive. Thus, our
investments have become increasingly concentrated in the major integrated oil and
midstream pipeline companies. This strategy worked well throughout the year as the
portfolio produced strong gains without a lot of volatility.
As always, we want to thank all our investors for their continued support. We
remain committed to providing you with a portfolio of well-researched, high-quality
companies in vital industries that can grow earnings and dividends while providing
substantial defensive characteristics.
Sincerely,

Tim Porter
Chief Investment Officer

Brian Weeks
Portfolio Manager
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Performance data represents past performance which is no guarantee of future results.
Investment return and principal value will fluctuate so that an investor’s shares, when
redeemed, may be worth more or less than the original cost. Mutual fund performance
changes over time and current performance may be lower or higher than what is stated.
For performance current to the most recent month-end and after tax returns, please call
1.866.342.7058.
The above commentary represents management’s assessment of the Fund and the market environment at a
specific point in time and should not be relied upon by the reader as research or investment advice. This information should not be relied upon by the reader as research or investment advice regarding the Fund or any
stock in particular, nor should it be construed as a recommendation to purchase or sell a security.
Mutual fund investing involves risk, including possible loss of principal. In addition to the normal risks
associated with investing, narrowly focused investments typically exhibit higher volatility. There can be no
assurance that the Fund will achieve its stated objective. Investments in securities of MLPs involve risk that
differ from investments in common stock including risks related to limited control and limited rights to vote
on matters affecting the MLP. MLP common units and other equity securities can be affected by economic and
other factors affecting the stock market in general, expectations of interest rates, investor sentiment towards
MLPs or the energy sector, changes in a particular issuer’s financial condition or unfavorable or unanticipated poor performance of a particular issuer. A company may reduce or eliminate its dividend, causing losses to
the Fund.

4
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Definition of the Comparative Indices
i

The S&P 500 Index is a capitalization-weighted index of 500 stocks designed
to measure performance of the broad domestic economy through changes in the
aggregate market value of 500 stocks representing all major industries. The typical
Reaves portfolio includes a significant percentage of assets that are also found in
the S&P 500. However, Reaves’ portfolios are far less diversified, resulting in
higher sector concentrations than found in the broad-based S&P 500 Index.

ii

Total return reflects the actual rate of return of an investment over a given evaluation
period.

iii

The S&P 500 Utilities Index is a capitalization-weighted index containing those
electric and gas utility stocks (including multi-utilities and independent power
producers) in the S&P 500 Index considered to be members of the utilities sector.

iv

USMCA is the United States-Mexico-Canada Trade Agreement recently signed into
law.

5
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SECTOR WEIGHTINGS†:
39.8% Utilities
18.9% Real Estate
14.2% Media & Entertainment
11.7% Transportation
10.4% Energy
3.8% Diversified Telecommunication Services
1.2% Short-Term Investment

† Percentages are based on total investments. More narrow industries are utilized for compliance purposes, whereas broad
sectors are utilized for reporting purposes.

SCHEDULE OF INVESTMENTS
COMMON STOCK — 98.9%
COMMUNICATION SERVICES — 18.0%
Alphabet, Cl A *............................................................................
Altice USA, Cl A *.........................................................................
Charter Communications, Cl A *.....................................................
TELUS .........................................................................................
ViacomCBS, Cl B ..........................................................................

Shares
1,275
63,350
4,050
43,300
26,725

Value
$

1,826,795
1,733,256
2,095,713
1,736,763
912,124
8,304,651

ELECTRIC UTILITIES — 21.6%
Edison International ......................................................................
Eversource Energy ........................................................................
Fortis ............................................................................................
NextEra Energy .............................................................................
NextEra Energy LP .......................................................................
Vistra Energy ................................................................................

17,825
21,565
32,250
9,250
29,975
44,370

1,364,504
1,993,468
1,406,100
2,480,850
1,701,681
999,212
9,945,815

ENERGY — 10.4%
Chevron ........................................................................................
ONEOK ........................................................................................
TC Energy ....................................................................................

11,250
23,350
33,650

1,205,325
1,748,214
1,844,693
4,798,232

GAS — 6.3%
Atmos Energy ...............................................................................
South Jersey Industries ..................................................................

14,025
41,750

1,641,346
1,285,900
2,927,246

INDUSTRIALS — 11.7%
Canadian National Railway ............................................................
Delta Air Lines .............................................................................

18,525
23,200

1,730,976
1,293,168

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements.
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COMMON STOCK — continued
INDUSTRIALS — continued
Kansas City Southern ....................................................................
Union Pacific ................................................................................

Shares
8,675
5,000

Value
$

1,463,386
897,100
5,384,630

MULTI-UTILITIES — 7.3%
NiSource .......................................................................................
Sempra Energy ..............................................................................

48,650
12,025

1,425,932
1,931,696
3,357,628

REAL ESTATE — 18.9%
CoreSite Realty REIT.....................................................................
Crown Castle International REIT....................................................
Equinix REIT................................................................................
Outfront Media REIT.....................................................................
SBA Communications, Cl A REIT...................................................

15,155
9,550
3,475
49,825
7,950

WATER UTILITIES — 4.7%
American Water Works ..................................................................

1,779,955
1,430,972
2,049,312
1,481,795
1,984,002
8,726,036

15,750

2,145,150

TOTAL COMMON STOCK
(Cost $34,158,308) ....................................................................
SHORT-TERM INVESTMENT (A) — 1.1%
SEI Daily Income Trust, Treasury II Fund, Cl F, 1.450%
(Cost $533,391) ........................................................................
TOTAL INVESTMENTS— 100.0%
(Cost $34,691,699).....................................................................

	 
45,589,388

533,391

533,391

$

46,122,779

Percentages are based on Net Assets of $46,102,641.

*
Non-income producing security.
(A) The rate reported is the 7-day effective yield as of January 31, 2020.
Cl — Class
LP — Limited Partnership
REIT — Real Estate Investment Trust
As of January 31, 2020, all of the Fund’s investments in securities were considered Level 1, in accordance with the authoritative guidance on fair value measurements and disclosure under U.S. GAAP.
For the period ended January 31, 2020 there were no transfers in or out of Level 3.
For more information on valuation inputs, see Note 2 — Significant Accounting Policies in the Notes to Financial Statements.

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements.
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STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES
i

Assets:
Investments at Value (Cost $34,691,699)..........................................................
Cash.............................................................................................................
Receivable for Capital Shares Sold...................................................................
Dividends Receivable.....................................................................................
Prepaid Expenses...........................................................................................

$

46,122,779
17,821
49,050
22,906
18,865

Total Assets........................................................................
Liabilities:
Payable for Capital Shares Redeemed...............................................................
Payable due to Adviser...................................................................................
Payable due to Administrator...........................................................................
Payable due to Trustees..................................................................................
Chief Compliance Officer Fees Payable............................................................
Other Accrued Expenses.................................................................................

46,231,421

Total Liabilities...................................................................

128,780

Net Assets...............................................................................
Net Assets Consist of:
Paid-in-Capital..............................................................................................
Total Distributable Earnings............................................................................
Net Assets............................................................................
Net Asset Value, Offering and Redemption Price Per Share
(unlimited authorization – no par value)
Shares ($46,102,641 ÷ 4,256,551)...............................................................

31,435
24,105
10,617
3,908
1,729
56,986

$

46,102,641

$
$

33,445,599
12,657,042
46,102,641

$

10.83

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements.
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STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS
Investment Income
Dividend Income...................................................................................................
Less: Foreign Taxes Withheld.................................................................................

$

507,092
(13,685)

Total Investment Income.............................................................

493,407

Expenses:
Investment Advisory Fees.......................................................................................
Administration Fees...............................................................................................
Professional Fees...................................................................................................
Transfer Agent Fees...............................................................................................
Registration Fees...................................................................................................
Trustees' Fees.......................................................................................................
Printing Fees........................................................................................................
Custodian Fees......................................................................................................
Chief Compliance Officer Fees ...............................................................................
Insurance and Other Expenses................................................................................

167,937
63,014
28,535
26,477
9,696
9,102
7,899
4,835
3,208
7,092

Total Expenses.........................................................................
Less: Investment Advisory Fees Waived...................................................................
Less: Fees Paid Indirectly(1)....................................................................................

327,795
(36,500)
(200)

Net Expenses...........................................................................

291,095

Net Investment Income.................................................................

202,312

Net Realized Gain on Investments.....................................................
Net Change in Unrealized Appreciation on Investments..........................

2,059,837
1,789,123

Net Realized and Unrealized Gain on Investments.................................

3,848,960

Net Increase in Net Assets Resulting from Operations............................
(1)

$

See Note 4 in the Notes to Financial Statements.

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements.
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Six Months
Ended January
31, 2020
(Unaudited)
Operations:
Net Investment Income............................................................... $
Net Realized Gain on Investments and Foreign Currency
Transactions...........................................................................
Net Change in Unrealized Appreciation on Investments and
Foreign Currency Transactions.................................................
Net Increase in Net Assets Resulting from Operations........

202,312

Year Ended
July 31, 2019
$

264,779

2,059,837

3,754,859

1,789,123
4,051,272

647,639
4,667,277

Distributions:............................................................
(2,956,795)
Capital Share Transactions:(1)
Issued....................................................................................
1,331,027
Reinvestment of Distributions..................................................
2,595,283
Redeemed..............................................................................
(2,047,625)
Net Increase/(Decrease) From Capital Share Transactions..
1,878,685
Total Increase/(Decrease) in Net Assets.......................
2,973,162
Net Assets:
Beginning of Period....................................................................
43,129,479
End of Period............................................................................. $ 46,102,641

(3,677,974)
3,926,292
3,226,252
(11,963,522)
(4,810,978)
(3,821,675)
46,951,154
$ 43,129,479

(1) For share transactions, see Note 6 in the Notes to Financial Statements.

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements.
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Selected Per Share Data & Ratios
For a Share Outstanding Throughout the Years or Period
Institutional Class Shares(1)
Six Months
Ended
January 31,
2020
(Unaudited)
Net Asset Value, Beginning of
Period.............................. $
Income from Operations:
Net Investment Income(2).......
Net Realized and Unrealized
Gain/(Loss) on Investments .
Total from Operations..............
Dividends and Distributions from:
Net Investment Income..........
Net Realized Gains...............
Total Dividends and
Distributions..........................
Net Asset Value, End of Period. $
Total Return †.................
Ratios and Supplemental
Data
Net Assets, End of Period
(Thousands)...................... $
Ratio of Expenses to
Average Net Assets
(including waivers and
reimbursements/ excluding
fees paid indirectly)...........
Ratio of Expenses to Average
Net Assets (excluding
waivers, reimbursements
and fees paid indirectly).....
Ratio of Net Investment
Income to Average Net
Assets..............................
Portfolio Turnover Rate............

10.58

Year
Ended
July 31,
2019
$

Year
Ended
July 31,
2018

10.34

$

10.59

Year
Ended
July 31,
2017
$

11.79

Year
Ended
July 31,
2016
$

10.21

Year
Ended
July 31,
2015
$

11.42

0.05

0.06

0.11

0.12

0.10

0.12

0.92
0.97

1.07
1.13

0.32
0.43

0.60
0.72

1.71
1.81

(0.44)
(0.32)

(0.08)
(0.64)

(0.13)
(0.76)

(0.13)
(0.55)

(0.26)
(1.66)

(0.15)
(0.08)

(0.14)
(0.75)

(0.72)
10.83
9.49%

$

(0.89)
10.58
12.76%

$

(0.68)
10.34
4.24%

$

(1.92)
10.59
7.51%

$

(0.23)
11.79
18.14%

$

(0.89)
10.21
(3.05)%

46,103 $

43,129 $

46,951 $

48,004 $

50,927 $

54,031

1.30%*

1.30%

1.30%

1.30%

1.30%

1.30%

1.47%*

1.49%

1.47%

1.48%

1.51%

1.31%

0.91%*
18%**

0.63%
31%

1.07%
66%

1.16%
45%

0.96%
84%

1.11%
62%

(1) Effective November 28, 2016, Class A Shares converted to Institutional Class Shares.
(2) Per share data calculated using average shares method.
† Returns shown do not reflect the deduction of taxes that a shareholder would pay on Fund
distributions or the redemption of Fund shares. Total return would have been lower had
certain fees not been waived and expenses assumed by the Adviser during the period.
* Annualized
** Not Annualized

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements.
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NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

1. Organization:
The Advisors’ Inner Circle Fund II (the “Trust”) is organized as a Massachusetts
business trust under an Amended and Restated Agreement and Declaration of Trust
dated July 24, 1992. The Trust is registered under the Investment Company Act of
1940, as amended, as an open-end management investment company with nineteen
funds. The financial statements herein are those of the Reaves Utilities and Energy
Infrastructure Fund (the “Fund”). The financial statements of the remaining funds
of the Trust are presented separately. The investment objective of the Fund is total
return from income and capital growth. The Fund is a diversified fund, and invests
primarily in securities of domestic and foreign public utility and energy companies,
with a concentration (at least 80% of its assets) in companies involved to a significant
extent in the Utilities and Energy Industries. The assets of each fund of the Trust are
segregated, and a shareholder’s interest is limited to the fund of the Trust in which
shares are held.
2. Significant Accounting Policies:
The following are significant accounting policies, which are consistently followed in
the preparation of the financial statements of the Fund. The Fund is an investment
company that applies the accounting and reporting guidance issued in Topic 946 by
the U.S. Financial Accounting Standards Board (“FASB”).
Use of Estimates — The preparation of financial statements, in conformity with
U.S. GAAP requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect
the reported amount of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets
and liabilities as of the date of the financial statements and the reported amounts
of increases and decreases in net assets from operations during the reporting
period. Actual results could differ from those estimates and such differences
could be material.
Security Valuation — Securities listed on a securities exchange, market or
automated quotation system for which quotations are readily available (except
for securities traded on the NASDAQ Stock Market (the “NASDAQ”)), including
securities traded over the counter, are valued at the last quoted sale price on
an exchange or market (foreign or domestic) on which they are traded on the
valuation date (or at approximately 4:00 pm ET if a security’s primary exchange
is normally open at that time), or, if there is no such reported sale on the valuation
date, at the most recent quoted bid price. For securities traded on NASDAQ, the
12
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NASDAQ Official Closing Price will be used. All investment companies held in
the Fund’s portfolio are valued at the published net asset value.
Securities for which market prices are not “readily available” are valued in
accordance with Fair Value Procedures established by the Trust’s Board of Trustees
(the “Board”). The Trust’s Fair Value Procedures are implemented through a
Fair Value Committee (the “Committee”) designated by the Board. Some of the
more common reasons that may necessitate that a security be valued using Fair
Value Procedures include: the security’s trading has been halted or suspended;
the security has been de-listed from a national exchange; the security’s primary
trading market is temporarily closed at a time when under normal conditions it
would be open; the security has not been traded for an extended period of time;
the security’s primary pricing source is not able or willing to provide a price;
or trading of the security is subject to local government-imposed restrictions.
When a security is valued in accordance with the Fair Value Procedures, the
Committee will determine the value after taking into consideration relevant
information reasonably available to the Committee. As of January 31, 2020,
there were no securities valued in accordance with the Fair Value Procedures.
In accordance with the authoritative guidance on fair value measurements and
disclosures under U.S. GAAP, the Fund discloses the fair value of its investments
in a hierarchy that prioritizes the inputs to valuation techniques used to measure
the fair value. The objective of a fair value measurement is to determine the
price that would be received to sell an asset or paid to transfer a liability in an
orderly transaction between market participants at the measurement date (an
exit price). Accordingly, the fair value hierarchy gives the highest priority to
quoted prices (unadjusted) in active markets for identical assets or liabilities
(Level 1) and the lowest priority to unobservable inputs (Level 3). The guidance
establishes three levels of the fair value hierarchy as follows:
• Level 1 — quoted prices in active markets for identical securities.
• Level 2 — other significant observable inputs (including quoted prices
for similar securities, interest rates, prepayment speeds, credit risk, etc.).
• Level 3 — significant unobservable inputs (including the Fund’s own
assumptions in determining the fair value of investments).
During the six-month period ended January 31, 2020, there have been no
changes to the Fund’s fair value methodologies.
Federal Income Taxes — It is the Fund’s intention to continue to qualify as
a regulated investment company under Subchapter M of the Internal Revenue
Code and to distribute all of its taxable income. Accordingly, no provision for
Federal income taxes has been made in the financial statements.
13
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The Fund evaluates tax positions taken or expected to be taken in the course of
preparing the Fund’s tax returns to determine whether it is “more-likely-thannot” (i.e., greater than 50-percent) that each tax position will be sustained upon
examination by a taxing authority based on the technical merits of the position.
Tax positions not deemed to meet the more-likely-than-not threshold are recorded
as a tax benefit or expense in the current year. The Fund did not record any tax
provision in the current year. However, management’s conclusions regarding tax
positions taken may be subject to review and adjustment at a later date based
on factors including, but not limited to, examination by tax authorities (i.e., the
last 3 tax year ends, as applicable), on-going analysis of and changes to tax laws,
regulations and interpretations thereof.
As of and during the six-month period ended January 31, 2020, the Fund did not
have a liability for any unrecognized tax benefits. The Fund recognizes interest
and penalties, if any, related to unrecognized tax benefits as income tax expense
in the Statement of Operations. During the six-month period ended January 31,
2020, the Fund did not incur any interest or penalties relating to unrecognized
tax benefits.
Security Transactions and Investment Income — Security transactions are
accounted for on trade date for financial reporting purposes. Costs used in
determining realized gains and losses on the sales of investment securities
are based on specific identification. Dividend income is recognized on the exdividend date and interest income is recognized on an accrual basis.
Investments in Real Estate Investment Trusts (“REITs”) — With respect to the
Fund, dividend income is recorded based on the income included in distributions
received from REIT investments using published REIT reclassifications
including some management estimates when actual amounts are not available.
Distributions received in excess of any estimated amount are recorded as a
reduction of the cost of investments or reclassified to capital gains. The actual
amounts of income, return of capital, and capital gains are only determined by
each REIT after its fiscal year-end, and may differ from estimated amounts.
Master Limited Partnerships — Entities commonly referred to as “MLPs” are
generally organized under state law as limited partnerships or limited liability
companies. The Fund intends to primarily invest in MLPs receiving partnership
taxation treatment under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (the “Code”),
and whose interests or “units” are traded on securities exchanges like shares
of corporate stock. To be treated as a partnership for U.S. federal income tax
purposes, an MLP whose units are traded on a securities exchange must receive
at least 90% of its income from qualifying sources such as interest, dividends,
real estate rents, gain from the sale or disposition of real property, income
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and gain from mineral or natural resources activities, income and gain from
the transportation or storage of certain fuels, and, in certain circumstances,
income and gain from commodities or futures, forwards and options with respect
to commodities. Mineral or natural resources activities include exploration,
development, production, processing, mining, refining, marketing and
transportation (including pipelines) of oil and gas, minerals, geothermal energy,
fertilizer, timber or industrial source carbon dioxide. An MLP consists of a
general partner and limited partners (or in the case of MLPs organized as limited
liability companies, a managing member and members). The general partner or
managing member typically controls the operations and management of the MLP
and has an ownership stake in the partnership. The limited partners or members,
through their ownership of limited partner or member interests, provide capital
to the entity, are intended to have no role in the operation and management of the
entity and receive cash distributions. The MLPs themselves generally do not pay
U.S. federal income taxes. Thus, unlike investors in corporate securities, direct
MLP investors are generally not subject to double taxation (i.e., corporate level
tax and tax on corporate dividends). Currently, most MLPs operate in the energy
and/or natural resources sector.
Expenses — Most expenses of the Trust can be directly attributed to a particular
fund. Expenses that cannot be directly attributed to a fund are apportioned
among the funds of the Trust based on the number of funds and/ or relative net
assets.
Dividends and Distributions to Shareholders — The Fund seeks to declare
quarterly dividends at fixed rates approved by the Board. To the extent that the
amount of the Fund’s net investment income and short-term capital gains is less
than the approved fixed rate, some of its dividends may be paid from net capital
gains or as a return of shareholder capital. To the extent the amount of the Fund’s
net investment income and short-term capital gains exceeds the approved fixed
rate, the Fund may pay additional dividends. An additional distribution of net
capital gains realized by the Fund, if any, may be made annually; provided,
however, that no more than one distribution of net capital gains shall be made
with respect to any one taxable year of the Fund (other than a permitted,
supplemental distribution which does not exceed 10% of the aggregate amount
distributed for such taxable year).
3. Transactions with Affiliates:
Certain officers and a trustee of the Trust are also officers of SEI Investments Global
Funds Services (the “Administrator”), a wholly owned subsidiary of SEI Investments
Company, and/or SEI Investments Distribution Co. (the “Distributor”). Such officers
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and the trustee are paid no fees by the Trust for serving as officers and trustee of the
Trust.
The services provided by the Chief Compliance Officer (“CCO”) and his staff, who are
employees of the Administrator, are paid for by the Trust as incurred. The services
include regulatory oversight of the Trust’s advisers and service providers as required
by SEC regulations. The CCO’s services have been approved by and are reviewed by
the Board.
4. Administration, Transfer Agent and Custodian Agreements
The Fund and the Administrator are parties to an Administration Agreement under
which the Administrator provides management and administrative services to the
Fund. For these services, the Administrator is paid an asset-based fee (subject to
certain minimums), which will vary depending on the number of share classes and
the average daily net assets of the Fund. For the six-month period ended January 31,
2020, the Fund was charged $63,014 for these services.
DST Systems, Inc. serves as the transfer agent and dividend disbursing agent for the
Fund under a transfer agency agreement with the Trust. The Fund may earn cash
management credits which can be used to offset transfer agent expenses. During the
six-month period ended January 31, 2020, the Fund earned credits of $200, which
were used to offset transfer agent expenses. This amount is listed as “Fees Paid
Indirectly” on the Statement of Operations.
U.S. Bank, N.A. acts as custodian (the “Custodian”) for the Fund. The Custodian
plays no role in determining the investment policies of the Fund or which securities
are to be purchased or sold by the Fund.
5. Investment Advisory Agreement:
Under the terms of an investment advisory agreement, W. H. Reaves & Co., Inc.
(the “Adviser”) provides investment advisory services to the Fund at a fee, which is
calculated daily and paid monthly at an annual rate of 0.75% of the Fund’s average
daily net assets. The Adviser has voluntarily agreed to waive a portion of its advisory
fees and to assume expenses, if necessary, in order to keep the Fund’s total annual
operating expenses from exceeding 1.30% of the Institutional Class Share average
daily net assets. The Adviser may discontinue the expense limitation at any time.
In addition, if at any point it becomes unnecessary for the Adviser to reduce fees
or make expense reimbursements, the Adviser may retain the difference between
the “Total Annual Fund Operating Expenses” and the aforementioned expense
limitations to recapture all or a portion of its prior expense limitation reimbursements
made during the preceding three-year period up to the expense cap in place at the
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time the expenses were waived. As of January 31, 2020, fees which were previously
waived and reimbursed by the Adviser which may be subject to possible future
reimbursement to the Adviser were $71,582 expiring in 2021, $88,833 expiring in
2022, and $69,474, expiring in 2023. During the six-month period ended January
31, 2020, there has been no recoupment of previously waived and reimbursed fees.
6. Share Transactions:
Six Months
Ended January
31, 2020
(Unaudited)

Share Transactions:
Institutional Class Shares
Issued......................................................................
Reinvestment of Distributions.....................................
Redeemed................................................................
Net Increase/(Decrease) in Shares Outstanding.....

123,022
246,922
(191,009)
178,935

Year Ended
July 31, 2019

372,092
364,659
(1,198,977)
(462,226)

7. Investment Transactions:
The cost of security purchases and the proceeds from security sales, other than longterm U.S. Government and short-term investments, for the six-month period ended
January 31, 2020 were $9,543,013 and $7,523,595, respectively. There were no
purchases or sales of long-term U.S. Government securities.
8. Federal Tax Information:
The amount and character of income and capital gain distributions, if any, to be
paid are determined in accordance with Federal income tax regulations, which may
differ from U.S. GAAP. As a result, net investment income (loss) and net realized
gain (loss) on investment transactions for a reporting period may differ significantly
from distributions during such period. These book/tax differences may be temporary
or permanent. To the extent these differences are permanent, they are charged or
credited to distributable earnings or paid-in capital, as appropriate, in the period
that the differences arise. During the year ended July, 31, 2019, there were no such
permanent reclassifications.
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The tax character of dividends and distributions declared during the fiscal years
ended July 31, 2019 and 2018 was as follows:
Long-Term
Capital Gain

Ordinary Income

2019
2018

$

655,390
493,434

$

3,022,584
2,488,064

Total

$

3,677,974
2,981,498

As of July 31, 2019, the components of Distributable Earnings on a tax basis were
as follows:
Undistributed Ordinary Income
Undistributed Long-Term Capital Gains
Unrealized Appreciation
Other Temporary Differences

$

365,346
1,555,259
9,641,957
3

Total Distributable Earnings

$ 11,562,565

The Federal tax cost and aggregate gross unrealized appreciation and depreciation on
investments held by the Fund at January 31, 2020 were as follows:
Federal
Tax Cost

Aggregate Gross
Unrealized
Appreciation

Aggregate Gross
Unrealized
Depreciation

Net Unrealized
Appreciation

$34,691,699

$12,048,998

$(617,918)

$11,431,080

9. Concentration/Risks:
The Fund has adopted a policy to concentrate its investments (at least 80% of its
assets) in companies involved to a significant extent in the Utilities and Energy
Industries. To the extent that the Fund’s investments are focused in issuers conducting
business in the Utilities Industry and/or Energy Industry, the Fund is subject to
the risk that legislative or regulatory changes, adverse market conditions and/or
increased competition will negatively affect these industries.
Equity Risk – Equity securities include publicly and privately issued equity
securities, common and preferred stocks, warrants, rights to subscribe to common
stock and convertible securities, interests in MLPs, as well as instruments that
attempt to track the price movement of equity indices. Investments in equity
securities and equity derivatives in general are subject to market risks that may
cause their prices to fluctuate over time. The value of securities convertible into
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equity securities, such as warrants or convertible debt, is also affected by prevailing
interest rates, the credit quality of the issuer and any call provision. Fluctuations in
the value of equity securities in which a mutual fund invests will cause the fund’s net
asset value (“NAV”) to fluctuate. An investment in a portfolio of equity securities may
be more suitable for long-term investors who can bear the risk of these share price
fluctuations. In addition, the impact of any epidemic, pandemic or natural disaster,
or widespread fear that such events may occur, could negatively affect the global
economy, as well as the economies of individual countries, the financial performance
of individual companies and sectors, and the markets in general in significant and
unforeseen ways. Any such impact could adversely affect the prices and liquidity of
the securities and other instruments in which the Fund invests, which in turn could
negatively impact the Fund’s performance and cause losses on your investment in
the Fund.
Foreign Security Risk – Investments in securities of foreign companies or governments
can be more volatile than investments in U.S. companies or governments. Diplomatic,
political, or economic developments, including nationalization or appropriation, could
affect investments in foreign companies. Foreign securities markets generally have
less trading volume and less liquidity than U.S. markets. In addition, the value of
securities denominated in foreign currencies, and of dividends from such securities,
can change significantly when foreign currencies strengthen or weaken relative to
the U.S. dollar. Financial statements of foreign issuers are governed by different
accounting, auditing, and financial reporting standards than the financial statements
of U.S. issuers and may be less transparent and uniform than in the United States.
Thus, there may be less information publicly available about foreign issuers than
about most U.S. issuers. Transaction costs are generally higher than those in the
United States and expenses for custodial arrangements of foreign securities may be
somewhat greater than typical expenses for custodial arrangements of similar U.S.
securities. Some foreign governments levy withholding taxes against dividend and
interest income. Although in some countries a portion of these taxes are recoverable,
the non-recovered portion will reduce the income received from the securities
comprising the portfolio.
10. Other:
At January 31, 2020, 15% of the total Institutional Class Shares outstanding was held
by one record shareholder. This shareholder is comprised of an omnibus account that
was held on behalf of various individual shareholders.
In the normal course of business, the Fund enters into contracts that provide general
indemnifications. The Fund’s maximum exposure under these arrangements is
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dependent on future claims that may be made against the Fund and, therefore, cannot
be established; however, based on experience, the risk of loss from such claim is
considered remote.
11. Regulatory Matters:
On August 17, 2018, the SEC adopted amendments to Regulation S-X. These
changes are effective for periods after November 5, 2018. The updates to registered
investment companies were mainly focused on the presentation of distributable
earnings, eliminating the need to present the components of distributable earnings on
a book basis in the financial statements. The update also impacted the presentation
of undistributed net investment income and distribution to shareholders on the
Statement of Changes in Net Assets. The amounts presented in the current Statement
of Changes in Net Assets represent the aggregated total distributions of net investment
income and realized capital gains, except for distributions classified as return of
capital which are still presented separately.
12. Subsequent Events:
Management has evaluated the need for disclosures and/or adjustments resulting
from subsequent events through the date the financial statements were issued. Based
on this evaluation, no disclosures and/or adjustments were required to the financial
statements as of January 31, 2020.
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DISCLOSURE OF FUND EXPENSES

All mutual funds have operating expenses. As a shareholder of a mutual fund, your
investment is affected by these ongoing costs, which include (among others) costs for
portfolio management, administrative services, and shareholder reports like this one.
It is important for you to understand the impact of these costs on your investment
returns.
Operating expenses such as these are deducted from a mutual fund’s gross income
and directly reduce its final investment return. These expenses are expressed as
a percentage of a mutual fund’s average net assets; this percentage is known as a
mutual fund’s expense ratio.
The following examples use the expense ratio and are intended to help you understand
the ongoing costs (in dollars) of investing in your Fund and to compare these costs
with those of other mutual funds. The examples are based on an investment of $1,000
made at the beginning of the period shown and held for the entire period (August 1,
2019 to January 31, 2020).
The table on the following page illustrates your Fund’s costs in two ways.
• Actual Fund Return. This section helps you to estimate the actual expenses after
fee waivers that your Fund incurred over the period. The “Expenses Paid During
Period” column shows the actual dollar value expense cost incurred by a $1,000
investment in the Fund, and the “Ending Account Value” number is derived from
deducting that expense cost from the Fund’s gross investment return.
You can use this information, together with the actual amount you invested in the
Fund, to estimate the expenses you paid over that period. Simply divide your actual
account value by $1,000 to arrive at a ratio (for example, an $8,600 account value
divided by $1,000 = 8.6), then multiply that ratio by the number shown for your
Fund under “Expenses Paid During Period.”
• Hypothetical 5% Return. This section helps you compare your Fund’s costs
with those of other mutual funds. It assumes that the Fund had an annual 5%
return before expenses during the year, but that the expense ratio (Column 3) for
the period is unchanged. This example is useful in making comparisons because
the Securities and Exchange Commission requires all mutual funds to make this
5% calculation. You can assess your Fund’s comparative cost by comparing the
hypothetical result for your Fund in the “Expenses Paid During Period” column
with those that appear in the same charts in the shareholder reports for other
mutual funds.
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DISCLOSURE OF FUND EXPENSES

Note: Because the hypothetical return is set at 5% for comparison purposes —NOT
your Fund’s actual return — the account values shown may not apply to your specific
investment.
Beginning
Account
Value
8/1/2019
Actual Fund Return
Institutional Class Shares
Hypothetical Fund Return
Institutional Class Shares

Ending
Account
Value
1/31/2020

Annualized
Expense
Ratios

Expenses
Paid
During
Period*

$1,000.00

$1,094.90

1.30%

$6.85

$1,000.00

$1,018.60

1.30%

$6.60

* Expenses are equal to the Fund’s annualized expense ratio multiplied by the average account value over the period,
multiplied by 184/366 (to reflect the one half year period).
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APPROVAL OF INVESTMENT ADVISORY AGREEMENT

Pursuant to Section 15 of the Investment Company Act of 1940 (the “1940 Act”),
the Fund’s advisory agreement (the “Agreement”) must be renewed at least annually
after its initial two-year term: (i) by the vote of the Board of Trustees (the “Board”
or the “Trustees”) of The Advisors’ Inner Circle Fund II (the “Trust”) or by a vote of
a majority of the shareholders of the Fund; and (ii) by the vote of a majority of the
Trustees who are not parties to the Agreement or “interested persons” of any party
thereto, as defined in the 1940 Act (the “Independent Trustees”), cast in person at a
meeting called for the purpose of voting on such renewal.
A Board meeting was held on August 20, 2019 to decide whether to renew the
Agreement for an additional one-year term. In preparation for the meeting, the
Trustees requested that the Adviser furnish information necessary to evaluate the
terms of the Agreement. Prior to the meeting, the Independent Trustees of the Fund
met to review and discuss the information provided and submitted a request for
additional information to the Adviser, and information was provided in response to
this request. The Trustees used this information, as well as other information that the
Adviser and other service providers of the Fund presented or submitted to the Board
at the meeting and other meetings held during the prior year, to help them decide
whether to renew the Agreement for an additional year.
Specifically, the Board requested and received written materials from the Adviser
and other service providers of the Fund regarding: (i) the nature, extent and quality of
the Adviser’s services; (ii) the Adviser’s investment management personnel; (iii) the
Adviser’s operations and financial condition; (iv) the Adviser’s brokerage practices
(including any soft dollar arrangements) and investment strategies; (v) the Fund’s
advisory fee paid to the Adviser and overall fees and operating expenses compared
with a peer group of mutual funds; (vi) the level of the Adviser’s profitability from its
relationship with the Fund, including both direct and indirect benefits accruing to
the Adviser and its affiliates; (vii) the Adviser’s potential economies of scale; (viii)
the Adviser’s compliance program, including a description of material compliance
matters and material compliance violations; (ix) the Adviser’s policies on and
compliance procedures for personal securities transactions; and (x) the Fund’s
performance compared with a peer group of mutual funds and the Fund’s benchmark
indices.
Representatives from the Adviser, along with other Fund service providers, presented
additional information and participated in question and answer sessions at the Board
meeting to help the Trustees evaluate the Adviser’s services, fee and other aspects of
the Agreement. The Independent Trustees received advice from independent counsel
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and met in executive sessions outside the presence of Fund management and the
Adviser.
At the Board meeting, the Trustees, including all of the Independent Trustees, based
on their evaluation of the information provided by the Adviser and other service
providers of the Fund, renewed the Agreement. In considering the renewal of the
Agreement, the Board considered various factors that they determined were relevant,
including: (i) the nature, extent and quality of the services provided by the Adviser;
(ii) the investment performance of the Fund and the Adviser; (iii) the costs of the
services provided and profits realized by the Adviser from its relationship with
the Fund, including both direct and indirect benefits accruing to the Adviser and
its affiliates; (iv) the extent to which economies of scale are being realized by the
Adviser; and (v) whether fee levels reflect such economies of scale for the benefit of
Fund investors, as discussed in further detail below.
Nature, Extent and Quality of Services Provided by the Adviser
In considering the nature, extent and quality of the services provided by the Adviser,
the Board reviewed the portfolio management services provided by the Adviser to
the Fund, including the quality and continuity of the Adviser’s portfolio management
personnel, the resources of the Adviser, and the Adviser’s compliance history
and compliance program. The Trustees reviewed the terms of the Agreement. The
Trustees also reviewed the Adviser’s investment and risk management approaches
for the Fund. The most recent investment adviser registration form (“Form ADV”)
for the Adviser was available to the Board, as was the response of the Adviser to a
detailed series of questions which included, among other things, information about
the investment advisory services provided by the Adviser to the Fund.
The Trustees also considered other services provided to the Fund by the Adviser
such as selecting broker-dealers for executing portfolio transactions, monitoring
adherence to the Fund’s investment restrictions, and monitoring compliance with
various Fund policies and procedures and with applicable securities laws and
regulations. Based on the factors above, as well as those discussed below, the Board
concluded, within the context of its full deliberations, that the nature, extent and
quality of the services provided to the Fund by the Adviser were sufficient to support
renewal of the Agreement.
Investment Performance of the Fund and the Adviser
The Board was provided with regular reports regarding the Fund’s performance over
various time periods. The Trustees also reviewed reports prepared by the Fund’s
administrator comparing the Fund’s performance to its benchmark indices and a
peer group of mutual funds, over various periods of time. Representatives from the
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Adviser provided information regarding and led discussions of factors impacting the
performance of the Fund, outlining current market conditions and explaining their
expectations and strategies for the future. The Trustees determined that the Fund’s
performance was satisfactory, or, where the Fund’s performance was materially below
its benchmarks and/or peer group, the Trustees were satisfied by the reasons for the
underperformance and/or the steps taken by the Adviser in an effort to improve the
performance of the Fund. Based on this information, the Board concluded, within the
context of its full deliberations, that the investment results that the Adviser had been
able to achieve for the Fund were sufficient to support renewal of the Agreement.
Costs of Advisory Services, Profitability and Economies of Scale
In considering the advisory fee payable by the Fund to the Adviser, the Trustees
reviewed, among other things, a report of the advisory fee paid to the Adviser. The
Trustees also reviewed reports prepared by the Fund’s administrator comparing the
Fund’s net and gross expense ratios and advisory fee to those paid by a peer group
of mutual funds as classified by Lipper, an independent provider of investment
company data, over various periods of time. The Trustees reviewed the management
fees charged by the Adviser to other clients with comparable mandates. The Trustees
considered any differences in management fees and took into account the respective
demands, resources and complexity associated with the Fund and other client
accounts as well as the extensive regulatory, compliance and tax regimes to which
the Fund is subject. The Board concluded, within the context of its full deliberations,
that the advisory fee was reasonable in light of the nature and quality of the services
rendered by the Adviser.
The Trustees reviewed the costs of services provided by and the profits realized by
the Adviser from its relationship with the Fund, including both direct benefits and
indirect benefits, such as research and brokerage services received under soft dollar
arrangements, accruing to the Adviser and its affiliates. The Trustees considered how
the Adviser’s profitability was affected by factors such as its organizational structure
and method for allocating expenses. The Trustees concluded that the profit margins
of the Adviser with respect to the management of the Fund were not unreasonable.
The Board also considered the Adviser’s commitment to managing the Fund and its
willingness to continue its expense limitation and fee waiver arrangement with the
Fund.
The Trustees considered the Adviser’s views relating to economies of scale in
connection with the Fund as Fund assets grow and the extent to which the benefits of
any such economies of scale are shared with the Fund and Fund shareholders. The
Board considered the existence of any economies of scale and whether those were
passed along to the Fund’s shareholders through a graduated advisory fee schedule
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or other means, including fee waivers. The Trustees recognized that economies of
scale are difficult to identify and quantify and are rarely identifiable on a fund-byfund basis. Based on this evaluation, the Board concluded that the advisory fee was
reasonable in light of the information that was provided to the Trustees by the Adviser
with respect to economies of scale.
Renewal of the Agreement
Based on the Board’s deliberations and its evaluation of the information described
above and other factors and information it believed relevant in the exercise of its
reasonable business judgment, the Board, including all of the Independent Trustees,
with the assistance of Fund counsel and Independent Trustees’ counsel, unanimously
concluded that the terms of the Agreement, including the fees payable thereunder,
were fair and reasonable and agreed to renew the Agreement for another year. In its
deliberations, the Board did not identify any absence of information as material to its
decision, or any particular factor (or conclusion with respect thereto) or single piece
of information that was all-important, controlling or determinative of its decision, but
considered all of the factors together, and each Trustee may have attributed different
weights to the various factors (and conclusions with respect thereto) and information.
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